The Medicare Current Beneficiar y Survey (MCBS) is a powerful tool for analyzing the Medicare population. Based on a stratified random sample, we can derive information about the health care use, expenditure, and financing of Medicare's 39 million enrollees. We can also learn about those enrollees' health status, living arrangements, and access to and satisfaction with care. Figures 1-3 
MCBS Highlights
• Average total daily health care expenses are $16 for a community beneficiary, $145 for a facility resident, and $97 for a beneficiary receiving home health care services.
• Medicare paid for 59 percent of health care expenditures for beneficiaries living in the community and only 27 percent of health care expenditures for persons living in facilities. However, Medicare covered 81 percent of total expenditures for beneficiaries receiving home health services.
• Medicare pays twice as much per day for persons receiving home health services than for persons in facilities.
• Beneficiaries receiving home health services have a lower ratio of out-of-pocket expenses to Medicare covered expenses than beneficiaries in the community not receiving home health and beneficiaries in facilities. • Average daily expenses for Medicare covered services are much higher for beneficiaries receiving home health services than for other beneficiaries.
• Inpatient hospital expenses paid by Medicare are six times higher for home health recipients than for beneficiaries living in the community and not receiving home health and more than twice as high as beneficiaries in facilities.
• Average daily expenses for medical provider events were also much higher for home health recipients. This does not include the $36 per day which is spend on services being provided by home health agencies (such as physical and occupational therapy). Medicare spend four times as much on services by medical providers and home health workers for home health recipients than for services by medical providers for beneficiaries in facilities. 
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